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President's report 


The 50th Anniversary continues... 

On Friday 3 June, the City of Greater Geelong presented the 
Club with an award for World Environment Day 
acknowledging and celebrating 50 years since the Club's 
establishment. Many Club members were in attendance at 
the day's events, which included displays from the GFNC and 
from CoGG's environment unit, and a presentation by Andrew 
Hill (Club member and ecological consultant) on the region’s 
biodiversity. | accepted the award on the Club's behalf and 
made a short speech about the Club and its history and its 
role in the community. The speech will be included in next 
month's Geelong Naturalist. The award was presented by 
CoGG's environment portfolio holder, Cr John Doull. One of 
the more useful aspects of the day was presenting our 
activities and efforts to decision makers within CoGG. While 
the GFNC has throughout its (now) long history sought to be 
engaged in decision making by public authorities, such as 
councils, CMAs and government departments, that - 
engagement can ebb and flow, and | hope the WED events 


Bruce accepting the award. Photo: Claire Greenwell 


Tonight... 


...Bruce Lindsay 


helped build some consciousness of the Field Nats’ role in 
the mind of Council. 


As an aside, for those who have noticed, World Environment 
Day was actually on 5 June (weil spotted some of you!). No 
doubt CoGG's WED activity was a little early to accommodate 
busy schedules... 


Lara Structure Plan 

On Council related issues, some of you may be aware that in 
April the City of Greater Geelong passed both a Lara 
Structure Plan and a Planning Scheme Amendment 
concerning land opposite Serendip Sanctuary. We made 
submissions in the formative stages of these proposals in 
relation to both the Serendip land and the status of land in 
proximity to Avalon Airport. We generally concurred with 
community opposition to ordinary residential zoning opposite 
Serendip, but unfortunately Council voted 7—4 to approve that 
Amendment. It is currently with the Minister for his approval 
and we are in the process of writing to the Minister to urge 
that that Amendment is not approved. In respect of land at 
Avalon, our primary concern here is that there is high 
conservation and ecological value land near to the Airport but 
also prospective development pressures (especially for 
airport-related, industrial developments) in those areas. 
Indeed, Avalon Airport itself is on a Ramsar-listed site! No 
development proposals have yet been put forward, although 
it is something we should keep an eye on. GFNC members 
have done quite a bit of work around there over the years and 
it may well come in very handy in the future. 


Membership subs renewals 

Į am informed that we have about 50% of our subs in at the 
moment. If it has slipped your mind, please take a few 
minutes to fill out your renewal form and send it in or pass it 
on to Peter on meeting night. 


...Neville Rosengren will talk on '‘Landform history and environmental processes—Port Phillip Bay, The Great 


Sands and Bellarine Peninsula.’ 


At the July meeting... 
.. TBA 


GFNC website 


Au evala (plant mammal, bird, reptile, TERETE etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry 
replikan, CAR came so that they can be incorporated onto the site z traente ; : : 


GFNC Web page: firing vicnet.net. au/~gfne/ 
e-mail address: ginc@vicnet.net.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at general 
meetings.. 

The room will be open at 7 15 p. m. to allow members to 
chat to other members. ane visitors. 


The photo on the front cover, by David Woodside, is sof a Bue-banded 
Bee at Teesdale. See p. 3. 

The photo on the back cover, by Lorraine Phelan, is of a wetland on 
Cowies Creek (near Morgan Street, North Geelong): 


— 


Out and about 
Then and now 


W e missed out hearing about eels at the last general 
meeting. May | therefore introduce you to them in the 
Victorian Naturalist of 1905, where A.T. Hall recalls an 'eel-fare’ 
in the Barwon and on land: 


However, the larger eels will also travel over swampy ground for 
great distances. | quote another observation of my own. At 
Moolap, some five miles east of Geelong, in a paddock | knew as 
a boy, was a slight depression, which in very wet weather was 
covered for about an acre with water up to one’s knees. The 
water drained away along a furrow in a ploughed field, and two 
miles further on, over almost level country, entered a small drain 
about two feet deep. This, after a mile or so, entered the Reedy 
Lakes, which are a series of large swamps along the lower 
Barwon. Two small waterholes on the course of this drain were 
inhabited by two species of Galaxias, the small red-finned perch 
Microperca, and an occasional eel. During one wet winter we 
caught an eel 18 inches long in the furrow near the swamp. This 
was three miles from the lakes, and the eel was in a plough 
furrow, a quarter of a mile from the nearest waterhole, in a mere 
trickle of water six inches broad and one or two deep. Naturally, 
in pouring rain. it could travel more widely and more easily. The 
furrow contained many Galaxias as well. 


One of the photos in our Club's 50th birthday display showed Ted 
Errey and Jack Ealey photographing the Metallic Sun Orchid 
Thelymitra eppactoides in the heathland at Port Campbell. There 
may still be a tew there. but they are now close to roads and 
threatened by development proposals in spite of being officially 
protected through an Action Statement of the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act and listed 
endangered federally . The flowers 
have a metallic sheen and a sweet 
scent to attract pollinating insects. 
Did you know that they once 
occurred much closer to Geelong 
and in 1924 several almost pure 
white flowers were collected in the 
Queenscliff district? | wonder where 
that was. Any ideas? They grew 
plentifully in the Epacris scrubs 
which still abounded at Cheltenham 
in 1884. They are found in sandy 
loams or loamy sands. preferring a 
stable mature open heathland 
vegetation where there is a mosaic 
of disturbed sites. The plants 
regenerate almost exclusively from 
seed which has fallen on the 
ground, so weeds and incorrect fire 
regimes may hinder their survival. 


What else has disappeared locally? 
In 1860 Samuel Hannaford found 
the Showy or Arrrowhead Violet 
Viola betonifolia beside the Barwon 
at Buckley Falls. Its arrow-shaped 
leaves are distinctive, the flowers 
showy, purple or white, 2 cm 


Metallic Sun Orchid, Port Campbell, October 1981. 


...Valda Dedman 


dedmanv@iprimus.com.au 


across. These violets grow in damp and shady places and are 
said to be attractive to the rare and localised Laced Fritillary 
butterflies, which do not occur here. 


The Fiery Jewel Butterfly may no longer occur here, either, 
although it once lived with coconut ants among the wattles at 
Ocean Grove, in a similar fashion to 'our' extinct Small Ant-blue. 
The caterpillars feed on Golden Wattle and may be found hiding 
under the roots and curved trunks of young trees, together with 
pupae, during October and November. The butterflies are on the 
wing in November and December, but | don't expect you would 
find them locally, not these days. | would love to be proved 
wrong. 


In 1908 Mr A.H.E.Mattingley brought to a FNCV meeting a 
mounted specimen of the Eastern Barred Bandicoot Parameles 
gunnii, which had been captured at Winchelsea by Mr Ramsay. 
Was this from the now extinct colony on Mt Gellibrand? They had 
been in almost plague proportions there in 1903. 


Mr T.S. Hall brought to the meeting of the Field Naturalists Club 
of Victoria on 10th July, 1905 'specimens of cones of Murray 
Pine, Callitris sp. from Barrabool Hills, three miles west of 
Geelong’. Callitris glaucophylla still occurs on the escarpments of 
the Barwon, Leigh and Moorabool rivers, but is not at all 
common. Carr (1987) quotes from a 1911 account of the first 
GFNC excursion to an area of ‘alluvium deposit and 
conglomerate’ on a ‘continually denuded slope’ two miles above 
the paper mills: 'Some very old Murray River pines, Frenela or 
Callitris, a few Casuarinas and Boobyalas or Myoporums, cling 
tenaciously to the steep, uncertain 
slope’. The Murray Pine is now 
known as the White Cypress-pine. 


A single small tree was known from 
the Dog Rocks (Adams 1985) but 
Carr believed it had been bulldozed 
by 1987. This tree and a small 
stand overlooking the Moorabool 
River at Maude had been originally 
identified by Beauglehole as the 
very similar C. preissii, but a study 
of their volatile oils proved them to 
be C. glaucophylla (formerly known 
as C. columellaris). The cones of C. 
preissii are borne in large clusters, 
but those of C. glaucophylla are 
solitary, usually do not stay on the 
tree from year to year and the cone- 
scales are thin and separate almost 
to the base as the cone opens, 
whereas those of C. preissii only 
split open about half way. 
Successful natural regeneration in 
Victoria is very uncommon (Zimmer 
1942), particularly if rabbits are 
present. A previously unknown 
population of 11 trees was 


Photo: Valda Dedman discovered at Maribyrnong as 
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recently as 1998, and another at 
Batesford two years ago, witha 
small self-sown seedling population. 
The girth of the parent tree would 
indicate that it is at least 200 years 
old. This is a significant find, since 
C. glaucophylla does not occur 
naturally further south than Geelong 
and augurs well for the survival of 
this locally relict species. (To 
confuse the issue, C. preissiiis now 
only usually applied to a Western 
Australian species and the Victorian 
one is C. gracilis subsp. 
murrayensis, the Slender Cypress- 
pine). 


Charles Daley edited the Geelong 
Naturalist from 1911 until he left for 
Melbourne in 1914 and joined the 
FNCV. He wrote a short history of 
the Club in 1945, where these interesting words appear: 

In 1913, at the President's (Dr. McCallum) election for the 
seventh year, he was presented by the Club committee with a 
complete set of the Geelong Naturalist (from 1891), beautifully 
bound and inscribed. 


What has happened to this book? There were 51 parts to the 
‘original’ Geelong Naturalist published and 19 of The Wombat. It 
is almost impossible today to find any of the publications of the 
first GFNC; even the National Library of Australia does not hold a 
complete set. Information about where we could obtain these 
early Geelong publications would be appreciated. 


From the mid 1920s a group of adventurous women in Gippsland 
went botanising, and especially orchid hunting, and discovered 
new species. Later the group included Jean Galbraith, who wrote 
two field guides to Victorian plants. Women had been welcome 
and active in the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria from its 
beginning in 1880. The first Geelong Club began the same year, 
but there do not appear to have been any women members. 
Charles Daley, writing about the demise of the club, commented: 
‘One cannot but think that if the Club in earlier years had opened 
its membership to women, its existence would not have been so 
unfortunately terminated.’ 


And now | have a question. What were all the women naturalists 
of Geelong doing a hundred years ago? What written records or 


Callitris glaucophylla cone split almost to base. 


paintings do we have? After the 
initial interest in our native plants by 
such women as Anne Drysdale and 
Harriett Roadknight, we have few, if 
any, records of women’s 
involvement in natural history. 
Some ladies had won prizes at the 
GFNC Nature Study Exhibition of 
1905, although the judges were not 
happy with the general standard or 
choice of subject of the art work. 
Geelong does not appear to have 
produced any flower painters of 
note. Emma von Steiglitz sketched 
the surrounding countryside but 
plants only incidentally. Amy Fuller 
(1869-1944), born in Geelong, 
moved to Melbourne and her 
wildflower paintings were 
bequeathed to the FNCV. We have 
no Fanny Charsley (Melbourne), no 
Mary Morton Allport (Tasmania), no Louisa Atkinson (NSW), no 
Catharine Parr Traill (Canada) to show us what was once here. 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


Do you have a grandmother or great grandmother who painted 
the local wildflowers, or had a shell collection, pressed 
seaweeds, or kept a nature diary? Please let me know if you can 
locate anyone or anything from a century ago. 
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Koala update—A bit about etiquette! 


oalas are a bit like very old people. They don't like rap, 

heavy metal or doof-doof music. They don't like it played too 
loud either. They don't like kids jumping out from behind doors 
and yelling ‘Surprise!’ They don't like people driving too fast, or 
running around the house. They don't like sudden changes. On 
tour we explain to our younger guests that they should treat a 
wild koala like they treat their great-grandmother. Slowly .... 
quietly .... gently. Of course, this is mostly a bit of fun. Koalas 
might like rap music for all | Know! But it's something that our 
smaller guests understand. 


Over the years we have noticed that some human behaviour 
causes koalas to respond negatively. So we have formulated 
some Wild Koala Etiquette. 
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.. Janine Duffy 


Never touch the tree a koala is sitting in. 

This was our first rule. We have noticed that a sleeping koala will 
look up if their tree is touched, even when they are high and the 
tree is touched quite gently. We believe that the tree itself is that 
koala's personal space for the day, and touching it is a form of 
trespass. Also, two of the koala’s few predators—man and 
goannas—would have climbed to reach a koala, so anything 
large touching their tree should provoke a reaction. In 2009 | had 
this point reinforced. | was concerned about the health of one of 
our You Yangs koalas—Mary, an older female. She was sitting 
quite low in a tree fork. | put a free-standing ladder beside the 
tree and climbed to her height to visually examine her. From 
arm's length away Í looked her over without touching her or the 
tree. She looked at me calmly but returned quickly to resting (she 


had known me for years). Later, for some stability, | leaned 
against the tree, and immediately her reaction changed. She sat 
up, eyes wide, barked once and climbed up the branch quickly. 
For amoment | thought she was going to strike me. When | 
touched the tree I was no closer to her than | had been earlier. 


Maintain a distance of 10 metres (horizontal) from any wild 
koala. 

Even without touching the tree, a wild koala can become 
distressed if humans approach too close. Unhabituated koalas 
often wake up, become very rigid and will sometimes climb 
higher when humans approach. So we have formulated this rule 
as a basic safe and respectful distance. 


Do not surround a koala's tree. 

Very nervous koalas will often move their body so the tree is 
between you and them. It may be a form of protection. If people 
are in all directions. the koala finds this very difficult to achieve. 
Less nervous koalas will still look in the direction of the humans 
on the ground, and if those humans are in all directions the koala 
keeps looking from side to side. For an animal on a low-energy 
diet, this activity is a waste of their precious resources. 


Avoid excessive movement or noise around wild koalas. 

As mentioned in the point above, a nervous koala will move their 
body away from a human. We have also noticed that if a large 
group of humans stays still in one location and one human walks 
to the other side of the tree, the koala will move away from the 
moving human. It may be partly the noise—though in the case 
mentioned, the stationary humans continued to talk—or it may be 
the movement. 


This image was taken at 3:45 p.m. on Thursday 2 June 2011 at Lake Lorne Reserve in Drysdale. This pair of Whistling Kites has been 


Do not try to get the animal's attention by making noises. 
This is so tempting, and people do it a lot. It may work, once or 
twice. But how many times has that happened to that koala? And 
each time it doesn't work, does someone make a louder noise? 
Or shake the tree, or throw something at the ‘uncooperative’ 
koala? This is totally unacceptable of course, but it starts with a 
smäll disturbance and builds. 


For us, visiting the same koalas on a regular basis, we have to 
develop a positive, or at least benign, relationship with these 
koalas. They are quite capable of avoiding our attention if they 
choose. So we try to avoid disturbing the koala any more than 
necessary. 


Sadly, we have recently heard of some disgusting human 
behaviour towards wild koalas in some areas. Our international 
visitors have been the most vocal in passing it on, and 
attempting to stop it! Down the Great Ocean Road near Kennett 
River people have been seen climbing trees to get closer to wild 
koalas. In another area, people have been seen throwing sticks 
and stones to get a koala's attention. We saw a young girl aim a 
slingshot at a sleeping wild koala in the You Yangs once—luckily 
we were there at the time and had strong words with her. At 
Magnetic Island in Queensland | heard an Australian family 
threaten to throw something at a koala because he wouldn't look 
at them for their photograph. Poor koala was just trying to get 
some sleep amongst all the attention. | don't think this is always 
intentional cruelty, it may just be ignorance. 


| think the more of us who are vocal against such behaviour the 
better. Our koalas are so vulnerable. 


nesting for a few months at the top of a eucalypt tree on one of the islands in the middle of Lake Lorne. 


Photo: lan Smissen. 


You can find more of lan's bird photographs on his blog http://smissen.blogspot.com/201 1/06/eastern-great-egret-at-breamlea.html 
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What else has been seen? 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Sawfly Larvae?, Muckleford Bush 21/4/2011. Clustered at the 
base of a tree. Similar to Black Spitfires. When disturbed did not 
regurgitate drops of eucalyptus. Nocturnal feeders? Pupate 
clustered underground in cocoons? (JH) 


Angled Lobelia, Freshwater lake 14/5/2011. Flowering. (JH) 
Blue-banded Bee, Teesdale, December 2010. Feeding on purple 
flowers of lavender and cat mint. (See also front cover. Even with 
a shutter speed of 1/2000 sec. the wings are blurred.) (DH, DW) 
Praying Mantis Archiantis latistylus, Belmont. (ERS) 


A wasp on Fly Agaric fungus, Durdidwarrah 10/5/2011 . (JH) 


A mantis (?) on a screen door, Highton, 5/5/2011 (DE) 


Observers: DE, Deborah Evans; DH, Diane Hughes, DW, David 
Woodside; ERS, Dick Southcombe; JH, Joe Hubbard 


Sawfly larvae. Photo: Joe Hubbard 


Blue-banded Bee, Teesdale. Photo: David Woodside 


Praying Mantis, Southcombe's garden in Belmont. Photo: Dave King 


A wasp, probably of the Vespoidae family, on Fly Agaric fungus. 
Photo: Joe Hubbard A mantis, Highton. Photo: Deborah Evans 
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Excursion—Dog Rocks Sanctuary, Batesford 
15 May 2011 


W ith numbers depleted by the first Orange-bellied Parrot 
count for this season, a small but enthusiastic group 
assembled inside the gates of the Belcher's Lilydale House 
property. Rob Ganly and Valda Dedman led us first up along the 
fence line in one of the more open areas where we identified a 
number of the ground cover plants and got sidetracked, not for 
the first time, photographing fungi. 


Diana photographing and Dave sampling. Photo: Valda Dedman 


We then spent the rest of the morning driving different tracks 
within the property, getting up onto the top of the granite hillside 
at different points, with views across to the Dog Rocks, down 
onto Bill Honey's property, and back across to the You Yangs. 
The habitats varied with tree cover including acacias, sheoaks 
and Yellow Gums. In many places there is a dense understorey, 
sometimes of the indigenous Burgan Kunzea ericoides or the 
mintbush Prostranthera nivea which have both proliferated since 
the rains, and sometimes of boneseed. The boneseed is a 


significant problem, despite much work by the property owners, ` 


the local Landcare group and teams of volunteers, including local 
school groups. We saw an area that still has an ‘original! 
boneseed thicket that needs a major effort to remove, as well as 
other areas of second or third season re-growth which can now 
be much more easily removed as long as one has the ‘people 
power’. Those of us suffering ‘withdrawal symptoms' having 
missed out on our May You Yangs boneseeding because of the 
closure of tracks there, had no shortage of plants to pull as we 
walked through the different areas. 


Moorabool River Batesford, flowing for the first time in six years. 
Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 


..Deborah Evans 


The bird list grew progressively, and droppings and scratchings 
indicated the presence of kangaroos, wallabies and echidnas, 
but a large sleeping koala was the only mammal observed. We 
didn't manage to find any banksias, mistletoes or hakeas, - 
although these are listed from previous surveys, but we did find 
delightful patches of rock fern, and of course more photogenic 
fungi! One of the highlights was being taken to two White 
Cypress Pines Callitris glaucophylla one of which could be well 
over 200 years old. These native pines are quite rare in the 
Geelong area. Most pleasing are the fifteen self-sown seedlings 
recently found and protected under the large tree. Interestingly, 
these trees were not listed in the June 1967 GFNC publication 
‘An Introduction to Batesford Sanctuary Lilydale House’ and were 
only discovered a few years ago. 


After lunch we headed downhill to the Moorabool River and 
walked upstream along the track that some members had 
covered on the February excursion. The huge growth since 
February of Bridal Creeper, a weed in other areas of the property 


Invertebrates found at Dog Rocks Sanctuary 


...Dave King 
The GFNC excursion to the property of ‘Lilydale House’ (382 
05'S 1442 16’) on the 15th May provided an opportunity to 
search for any invertebrates that might be found. Relative 
dryness of the terrain and the season limited the variety of 
specimens. 


The ubiquitous introduced Portuguese Millipede, Ommataiulus 
mordetii, was everywhere present. Ants were another group in 
evidence; several patches of relatively bare ground were dotted 
with holes some 10 mm in diameter each having a small rim of 
fine earth, resembling a Wolf Spider retreat. No reaction could 
be obtained by probing, but excavation of two resulted in each 
having a single resident specimen of a Formicinae ant, 
Campanotus nigroaenus. Under several logs were found the 
active nests of two Ponerinae ants, Amblyopone australis and 
A. gracilis. Each nest had a large number of pupae present. 
(See photo below.) 


Two introduced species of slug were found, Derocerus 
verticulatum and Lemannia mycelia, both of the Family 
Limaeidae. Under some fallen bark were found the colourful 
Orange and Black Leaf Beetle, Aprosera speciosa, and the 
Cockroach Laxta tillyyardi. A single moth specimen was found 
under loose bark but not positively identified and thought to be a 
Geometridae. 
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as well, was commented on, as was the Serrated Tussock along the path. However, 
the pleasure of finding a small grove of Pale-fruit Ballart Exocarpus strictus and of 
seeing so much water in the Moorabool compensated somewhat for the weeds. We 
then returned uphill to our cars over basalt boulders and past another small stand of 
ballart, this time the more familiar Cherry Ballart E. cupressiformis. 


Our thanks to Rob for planning 
and leading the day (and 
remaining calm and composed 
during the long photo shoots); 
Valda for research on the 
plants; George and Lit Belcher 
for permission to explore the 
property; and to Ted Thornley 
and Jo King who were our 
hosts on the day and arranged 
for us to lunch in such a 
civilised fashion on the patio. 


Crepidotus variabilis on twig (above). Photo: Valda 
Dedman. 

Spectacular Rustgill Gymnopilus junonius, Dog 
Rocks Batesford (right). Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 


Plant list, Dog Rocks Sanctuary 
This list is only of plants of interest seen on the excursion. It includes several species not listed in the 1967 Lilydale House booklet 
and there are some omissions of plants we expected/hoped to find. We did not see any mistletoes, banksias or hakeas. It does not 
include native species planted on the property. Scientific names have been updated. 


Comments 

Observed near front entrance 

Present in several areas 

Some large trees near river 

Grove beside track to north 

Mostly in front area 

Common. Male flowers showy 

Invasive weed in many areas, including along 
river walk 

Cranberry Heath Epacridaceae Some in flower 

Common Wallaby Poaceae Prolific growth of this and similar grasses, esp. 
Grass along southern boundary 

Bursaria spinosa Bursaria Pittosporaceae Spineless variety 

Callitris glaucophylla White Cypress Pine Cupressaceae Relict population with new seedlings 
Carprobrotus modestus Inland Pigface Aizoaceae Carpets in several areas 

Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Green Rock Fern Adiantaceae On and around granite boulders 
*Chrysanthemoides monilifera Boneseed Asteraceae Very invasive. Eradication measures ongoing. 
Clematis microphylla Small-leaved Clematis Ranunculaceae One plant seen, in bud 

Dianella brevicaulis Small-flower Flax-lily Phormiaceae Scattered plants 

Dodonaea viscosa subsp. cuneata Wedge-leaf Hop-bush Sapindaceae Several large trees at edge of Kunzea thicket 
Einadia nutans subsp. nutans Nodding Saltbush Chenopodiaceae Prostrate in front gate area 

Enchylaena tomentosa var. tomentosa Ruby Saltbush Chenopodiaceae Prostrate form with yellow berries under large 
pines 


Common Name Family 

Silver Wattle Mimosaceae 
Black Wattle Mimosaceae 
Blackwood Mimosaceae 
Hedge Wattle Mimosaceae 
Golden Wattle Mimosaceae 
Drooping Sheoak Casuarinaceae 
Bridal Creeper Asparagaceae 


Scientific Name 

Acacia dealbata 

Acacia mearnsii 

Acacia melanoxylon 
Acacia paradoxa 

Acacia pycnantha 
Allocasuarina verticillata 
*Asparagus asparagoides 


Astroloma humifusum 
Austrodanthonia caespitosa 


Eucalyptus camaldulensis 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon 
Exocarpus cupressiformis 


Exocarpus strictus 
Ganhia radula 
Goodenia ovata 
Kunzea ericoides 


Lomandra sp. 
Poa labillardiera 


Prostanthera nivea 


Pteridium esculentum 
Ptilotus macrocephalus 


Solanum lancianum 
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River Red-gum 
Yellow Gum 
Cherry Ballart 
Pale-fruit Ballart 
Thatch Saw-sedge 
Hop Goodenia 
Burgan 


Mat-rush 
Tussock Grass 


Snowy Mint-bush 


Austral Bracken 
Feather Heads 


Kangaroo Apple 


Moss sp. 


Lichen sp. 


Myrtaceae 
Myrtaceae 
Santalaceae 
Santalaceae 
Cyperaceae 
Goodeniaceae 
Myrtaceae 


Xanthorrhoeaceae 
Poaceae 


Lamiaciae 


Dennstaedtiaceae 
Amaranthaceae 


Solanaceae 


Some large specimens near river 

Some fine specimens 

Several on ridge above river 

Grove beside river 

In area recently cleared of boneseed 

Some near river, may be planted 

Dense thickets, an invasive woody weed in 
some areas 

Mostly around front area 

Planted along walking track near river but also 
elsewhere 

In danger of becoming invasive in areas 
cleared of boneseed 

Near river 

Several spent flower/seed heads from last 
season 

Grows in cleared areas and near river after 
flood ; 
On granite boulders and carpets on ground in 
moist areas free of boneseed 

Granite boulders especiall 


Fungi, Dog Rocks Sanctuary 
Fungi are notoriously difficult to identify. We have included descriptions of some we cannot put a name to, since they indicate the 


Bluish splash On dung 
olete Large purple-grey bolete with bulbous stem Two On track near river 
Crepidotus variabilis Variable Crepidotus Small groups On small twig on ground 
Geastrum triplex Earth Star Geastraceae Several small mature ones 
illed Narrow smooth white stipe, pale brown cap 15 cm tall In moss and leaves 


Deep white gills, cream cap with upturned moist margin, One Among leaf litter 


Under fallen bark 


Sturdy smooth white stipe, no ring, fawn gills, dark One 
brown to reddish smooth rounded dome cap, 20 mm 
diameter 

illed Pale brown smooth stipe. Pale brown cap with white 
margin 

Spectacular Rustgill 


Small group among litter 


At base and on trunk of several 
large cut pines 

Near large pines in front drive 
Under rock fern 


Cortinariaceae 


Saffron Milk Cap One 
White cap 3 mm diameter, transparent white narrow in litter 


stipe 10 mm tall 

Less then 1 cm in diameter, upper surface covered in 
fine porous network. Pure white 

Scarlet Bracket 


No sign of stipe. Small 
groups 
Several occurrences 


On small twig on ground 


Pycnoporus coccineus Always on dead pines 


Bird list, Dog Rocks Sanctuary 


Common Bronzewing 
Whistling Kite 

Collared Sparrowhawk 
Brown Falcon 

Dusky Moorhen 

Corella sp. 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Crimson Rosella 

Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


Laughing Kookaburra 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow Thornbill 

Brown Thornbill 

Spotted Pardalote 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 


Single bird 
Single bird, soaring high 
Seen twice circling over river area 


Pair seen flying, calling and perching 


Single bird on riverbank 
Heard in distance 

Heard in distance 

Few pairs flying over 

Pair seen flying 

Common 

Few seen and heard late in day 
Single bird heard 

At least 2 pairs calling incessantly 
indifferent areas; good view of 
female. 

Heard 

Common 

Heard 

Single birds seen 

Heard and seen 

Heard 

Heard and seen 

Heard and seen 

Pair seen 

Common 


New Holland Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Golden Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven 

Restless Flycatcher 


Magpie-lark 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Silvereye 


Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 

Red-browed Finch 


House Sparrow 


Common 

Heard and seen 

At least 6 birds seen and heard. 
Two females seen and heard 
Common 

Single bird 

Few 

Pair seen 

Few 

Few 

Common 

Two pairs seen and heard in different 
areas 

Few 

Pair seen at River 

Four flocks, all seen were Tasmanian 
race; on flock of 20+ eating fallen 
olives in garden 

Few 

Common 

Few 

Many flocks, one of 70+ seen 
foraging on grassy hillside 

Few 


Snippets from the past 
.-Rob Ganly 


the many students who visit the area from time to time. Many 
thanks to all those who had a hand in preparing this brochure, 
particularly to Geoff Carr for his listing of botanical vegetation. 
Members who would like to have a copy of this brochure may 
obtain them at meeting nights or on excursions, or by contacting 
your Secretary or President. The charge is 5c per copy. You may 
like to send a copy to a friend. 


EXCURSION AND NEWS SHEET No. 30 July 1967 

June Excursion: Very well attended in delightful weather. We 
were pleased to have a full bus-load from Melbourne V.F.N.C., 
and also to have representation from Warrnambool, Colac and 
Ballarat Field Naturalists Clubs, in all, at least 150. Thanks to Mr. 
& Mrs. Geo. Belcher for their early morning ‘cuppa’ and for 
arranging with the local branch of Red Cross to cater for the 
excellent afternoon tea There was plenty of interest for all to see, 
and the more able had no difficulty in climbing the Dog Rocks. 
Your President welcomed all members and visitors at the 
afternoon tea and presented Mr. & Mrs. Belcher with 500 
brochures prepared by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club, in 
appreciation to the Belcher family for having preserved this 


Thanks: A letter of thanks has been received from Mr. & Mrs. Geo. 
Belcher for the preparation and presentation of our brochure, 'An 
introduction to Batesford Sanctuary, Lilydale House’. Thanks to 
several members who have made cash donations towards having 
our Excursion-News Sheet posted to them each month. Thanks to 
attractive 208 acres of bushland as an official sanctuary, now Mrs. W.G. Jones of Ocean Grove for a cash donation towards our 
known as Lilydale House. The brochures will be made available to greatest need (it went towards the cost of printing our brochure). 


ee a a O U ee ee. 
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Butterfly report 


e have few records left over from last month and the 

beginning of May, and then, with the cold snap, all 
butterflies, including the Cabbage Whites, disappeared. Then, 
Wham! On 21 May Dave King found a lone male Monarch ona 
shrub at Abervale. We suppose it had recently come out of its 
pupal case. The photo is of the butterfly just as he found it, and it 
was still sitting on the shrub three hours later. If it is still alive, 
has it flown north, alone, in search of sunshine and mates? Or 
can it hide out the winter here? Reproductive dormancy and 
large energy reserves are maintained up to five months in the 


Australian Monarch (Dunn & Dunn 2006, see below). It is a pity © 


we could not tag it. There was a tagging program in Australia 
back in the sixties, in which some of our members took part. 


| have a new Butterfly tool, a CD, Review of Australian 
Butterflies: Distribution, Life History and Taxonomy, 2nd edn. 
(2006), by Kelvyn and Lawrence Dunn. It has brought together a 
great deal of previously uncollated information about each 
species, which is recorded in atlas form, with annotations, for the 
whole of Australia. A computer database project was begun in 
1983 by the authors to monitor changes in the distribution of 


Australian butterflies and provide an ongoing resource of species 


data. It is very extensive and authoritative and covers material 
from museum and private collections. It does not include 


25/04/2011 


Greenish Grass-dart 


Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate 


27/04/2011 Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate 2 together in garden TF 
Monarch 21/05/2011 Grovedale, Abervale Village 1 on shrub, 1120 hrs DK 
Cabbage White 27/04/2011 Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate 8 in garden, all tattered TF 
2/05/2011 Seagull Paddock, Cowies Ck a few only , LPh 
Meadow Argus 23/04/2011 Bellarine Estate winery 4 JN 
27/04/2011 Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate 1 in garden TF 
Yellow Admiral 27/04/2011 Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate 1 in garden TF 
Common Grass-blue 27/04/2011 Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate 6+ in garden TF 
2/05/2011 Seagull Paddock, Cowies Ck 1 only 


...Valda Dedman 


pictures, and does not have many recent records from our 
Geelong area. The database now contains over 149 000 records, 
starting with Captain Cook's 1770 voyage to Australia, and is 
constantly being updated. Marilyn Hewish put me in contact with 
Kelvyn Dunn, whom she had recently met, and I have sent him 
our published records for inclusion. 


Photo: Dave King 


Recorders: DK Dave King; LPh Lorraine Phelan; JN John 
Newman; TF Tom Fletcher. 


1 in garden 


Freshwater Lake. Intrepid parrot counters ‘lost 'in the rushes. See p. 14. 
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Photo: Joe Hubbard 


This month 


Tall Stories; the Good Oil; a Hoopy Willie; Winter Blues 


Durdidwarrah 10/5/2011 

You couldn't miss them. On the nature strip next to a pine 
plantation were these car-stopping, brightly-coloured fungi, all 
scarlet and sprinkled liberally with white flakes—the kind that 
fairies reposed upon in those old-time story books. By now you 
know what I'm writing about—Fly Agarics. But bear with me, it 
gets better! 


My reference says they grow gregariously—this was no 
exception and in this instance in great numbers, here and 
through the pines. Not endemics, | know, but here to stay as long 
as pines are around. One thought is that they were introduced as 
mycelium on the roots of imported pines from Europe, which is 
as good as a complete fungus except for the fruiting body, the 
fairy’s toadstool. But what intrigued me is the folklore which 
came with them—some believable, some nonsensical, and some 
‘did they really?' on which | won't elaborate. At any rate here's a 
small sample. Fly Agaric was used as a ritual inebriant, a 
household pest control (ground up in milk), a remedy for nervous 
disorders and as a lotion for skin complaints. And its name? Well 
here's one ‘explanation’. Once upon a time flies were associated 
with madness so if you overly imbibed you would display similar 
symptoms. 


Right, back to the present. These fungi come with a warning 
label. Poisonous—do not ingest! 


©% ©% >% M 


Now here's something to get you fired up. Read on. 


Palm oil, a common component of many supermarket products, 
can come at a high cost to the environment. 


Recently a rare Sumatran Tiger was recorded on a remote 
camera. A week later a bulldozer was caught by the same 
camera clearing this area for a palm oil plantation—in a 


...Joe Hubbard 


protected forest! A day later the tiger was filmed wandering 
through the devastated landscape. It is estimated that 40% of the 
lowland rainforests in Sumatra and Indonesian Borneo have 
been cleared in the past 15 years. (Source: BBC Wildlife, May 2011) 


A case of think globally, act locally? 


And then there's illegal logging, slash and burn farming practices 


ure Happy days are here again! 
Queens Park 4/5/2011 


Distant views from the ring road, sunlit patches on fresh green, 
grey clouds above, cauliflower Cumulus against blue over the 
You Yangs. 


At Queens Park. Usual Grey Teal on the pond near the carpark, 
the staccato call of a Darter, Tangled Lignum with its cover for 
the numerous Fairy-wrens. Further along a Crested Shrike-tit, in 
the canopy of a gum, that hard-to-see bird in the low shrubbery, 
a Greenfinch (don't see these often), Hobby low-flying then high 
up amongst the Welcome Swallows. How about the Willie 
Wagtail near the river bend, looping the loop rather like being 
swung around on the end of a rope—never seen this before. 
‘Catching insects' said Val. Could be. How about flying ants 
emerging from the river bank? Back through the 'woodland’, 
keeping an eye out for the Yellow Robin, friendly Grey Fantails. 
Reach out and catch one? 


Look for: 

Robins—always a chance in season. Rose, Flame and Yellow. 
Crested Shrike-tit. Often lone. Standout black and white head, 
crest. Listen for tearing bark. 


Golden Whistler. A bit like the Shrike-tit, winter visitor. Both with 


yellow underparts. 


© © ¢ 


Moolap 22/6/2009 

Winter wader count. Foggy morning, fog lifting over the wetlands 
promising a sunny day. Highlight? About 70 Double-banded 
Plovers sheltered in a dry salt pan, heads popping up here and 
there—like rising cup cakes on a tray. 


Belmont 10/6/2009 

New Holland Honeyeaters on Kniphofias (Red Hot Poker) and 
the purple Mexican Sage. Sunrises colourful and dramatic—a 
winter tonic. Storm clouds scud across the sky, creating fleeting 
glimpses of sunlight—rays penetrating the black, more drama. 
Snow down to 500 metres on the ranges. 


Rippleside 17/6/2009 

Fog still thick at 2.30 p.m. sea becalmed—glimpses of mirrored 
yachts and navigation aids. Stranded around the sandy cove 
Pacific Gulls, numerous Chestnut Teals, Little Pied and Little 
Black Cormorants. The gradual opening of the curtain was 
something to behold—a revelation! 


Look for: 

A winter wonderland? Not quite! But there's plenty out there to 
get you going. 

Until next time, cheers. 
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Mammal report 
... Trevor Pescoit 


Mammal trapping—Stonyford, Stony Rises 


26-29 May 2011 
GPS 54 702536E, 5753401N, altitude 157m. DSE Permit 50005048, AEC Permit 14.09 


Herps: 

Southern Brown Tree Frog: many calling. 

Spotted Marsh Frog: several found at Stonyford Hall. 
Common Froglet: many calling. 


T rapping was undertaken on the Enticott property 
approximately 2.5 km SSW of Stonyford Hall. Access to the 
property was through Reynolds’ property where we did trapping 
in March (see Geelong Naturalist vol 46 no 11, March 2011). A 
small number of cattle are on the site. 

Birds (on site and along Dykes Road): 
The property holds excellent Stony Rises vegetation of Manna 
Gums, Blackwoods and various shrubs over a grassy ground- 
cover. The landscape consists of tall, broken rock-barriers 
separated by grassed depressions. There are several large, 


Striated Pardalote 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 


Black Swan 
Australian Shelduck 
Australian Wood Duck 


shallow well-vegetated wetlands on the site. Chestnut Teal Red Wattlebird 
Pacific Black Duck New Holland Honeyeater 
We set 20 small Elliott traps (2 transects each of 10 traps) on 26, Australasian Grebe Golden Whistler 
and another 36 (3 of 10, 1 of 6) on 27 May, collecting all 56 on Common Bronzewing Grey Shrike-thrush 
29 May. Traps in which Bush Rats had been caught were not re- Crested Pigeon Grey Butcherbird 
set, giving us a total of 127 trap/nights. White-faced Heron Australian Magpie 
; Whistling Kite Pied Currawong 
Bait used was the standard peanut butter, honey and oatmeal Purple Swamphen Grey Fantail 
mix. > Dusky Moorhen Willie Wagtail 
Masked Lapwing Little Raven 
Results: Long-billed Corella Magpie-lark 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Silvereye 


2 Dusky Antechinus Antechinus swainsonii, both adult female. 
10 Bush Rats Rattus fuscipes 
1 Swamp Rat Rattus lutreoles 


Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 


Crimson Rosella 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


19 House Mice Mus musculus (One had several large, pale 
spots on the body while another had a pale spot on the 


forehead.) 


Other mammals: 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: one seen, scats found. 
Black Wallaby: several seen. 


Red Fox: scats noted. 


European Rabbit: several seen. 


Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 

Striated fieldwren 

Brown Thornbill 


Thanks: 

Steve Enticott for allowing us access to the site, and for assisting 
in trap setting; Chris Pitfield for arranging the visit and for 
assisting in setting the traps; Frances Grundy and her student 
Emma, Joanne van den Broek, Bret Ryan and Les Harrison for 
assisting in setting, checking and collecting the traps. 


Common Starling 
Red-browed Finch 
House Sparrow 
European Goldfinch 


Stony Rises Mammals—our 12—month study 


Our study of the mammals of the Stony Rises began in 
June 2010 (see Geelong Naturalist vol. 46 no..04, 


August 2010). Since then, we have trapped at six sites 


and recorded 18 mammal species. 


The six sites are : 
1. 18-21 June 2010: 


2. 26—29 August: 

3. 23-26 November: 

4. 10-13 February 2011: 
5. 17-20 March: 


6. 26-29 May: 


Pomborneit, the former 
SSAA shooting range. 


Floating Islands Reserve. 
Floating Islands Reserve. 


Clifton Road, Irving 
property. 

Dykes Road, Reynolds 
property. 

Stonyford, Enticott 
property. 


The results are in the table at right: 


(X, recorded on survey; X*, recorded on site but not on 


survey; #, scats only.) 
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[Species MANA Sites a E2 | iS mane | 4 eae |ES eee | (omen 

Short-beaked Echidna eczema | etal | EX | EXEL | ES ea | ee | 
A [EX | EXO | a Serene 
X 


X 
X 


Mammal Atlas additions 


Short-beaked Echidna 10/05/11 Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve, fresh diggings. 

Agile Antechinus 07/05/11 Brisbane Ranges, trapped at Marshalls Road. 

Brush-tailed Phascogale 07/05/11 Brisbane Ranges, a male found dead on Marshalls Road. 

White-footed Dunnart 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, Anglesea, adult male, trapped. 

Southern Brown Bandicoot 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, 8 males, 10 females, trapped. 

Eastern Pygmy-possum 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp area, males, trapped. 

Common Ringtail Possum 07/05/11 Roadkilled, Cape Otway Road, east of Moriac township. 

Feathertail Glider 21/05/11 Mt Cole State Forest; although this is a bit out of our region it is well worth 
recording: It had been killed, perhaps by a phascogale, and the remains— 
part of the skull, dorsal skin, tail and some leg bones—were found by 
Wendy Cook during a bush walk. 

Long-nosed Potoroo 01/05/11 Yaugher bushland, Pix Controller photographs. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 10/05/11 Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve, observed. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 14/05/11 Lake Road, near the ‘dog-leg' section, Connewarre. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 14/05/11 Dashed across the main road through Barwon Downs at 3.40 p.m., 
causing me to break hard to avoid hitting it. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 15/05/11 Breamlea wetlands south of Blackgate Road, included one very large 
male. 

Black Wallaby 25/04/11 Serendip, a free-ranging animal noted near back gate of the reserve. 

Black Wallaby 20/05/11 Near Grahams Creek Road, Brisbane Ranges. 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 18/05/11 Mt Pleasant Road, Belmont, electrocuted on powerlines that are close to 
several large Moreton Bay Fig trees where it may have been feeding. 

Water Rat 09/05/11 Buckley Falls, swimming in the river near the bridge to Red Gum Island. 
Noted again the next day. 

Black Rat 14/05/11 Found dead near Hospital Swamps Road, Connewarre. 

Red Fox 2 15/05/11 Casually crossed Blackgate Road, Breamlea, one following the other—it is 
approaching the breeding season for foxes. 

European Rabbit 2 14/05/11 Otway Ranges, Delaneys Road near the Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Road, 
feeding beside the road. 

Observer: CCo. Colin Cook; CMo, Craig Morley; EWt, Echidna Walkabout Tours per Janine Duffy; GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists 

Club camera trapping: GW, Graeme Wilson; JN, John Newman; PH, Peter Homan; SC, Stephen Collier; SQu, Stuart Quick; TP, 

Trevor Pescott: VU. Victoria University per Meagan O’Shea; WCo, Wendy Cook; 


Pixcontroller cameras 


he Club's three cameras have been used at several Site 2: south-west of the junction of Boundary Road 
sites around Yaugher, with the following results: and Forrest-Barwon Downs Road 
13/05/11 to 15/05/11. 
Site 1: Boundary Road/Caspers Access bushland Common Ringtail Possum, Long-nosed Potoroo 
24/04/11 to 0105.11. Black Wallaby, Bush Rat, Swamp Rat 
Long-nosed Potoroo, Black Wallaby, Bush Rat, 20/05/11 to 22/05/11. 
House Mouse The cameras were re-set in the same locality— 
08/05/11 to 13:05 11. Agile Antechinus, Common Ringtail Possum, Bush Rat, 
The cameras were re-set in the same locality, to monitor Swamp Rat, House Mouse 
what appeared to be a series of fox dens— 
No photographs, ‘dens’ apparently not in use. Site 3: cameras set in the burnt bushland opposite site 1 


29/05/11 to be collected on 05/06/11. 


Boundary Road/Caspers Access, Yaugher, bushland study 


A: noted above, our 3 Pix Controller movement-activated reduction burning was carried out earlier this year, to see whether 
cameras were set in bushland off Boundary Road, west of the potoroos colonise, or re-colonise, that site. 


Caspers Access, Yaugher, on 24 April and collected on 1 May. 
Permission has also been given to carry out Elliott, pit-fall and 


The results were spectacular, with at least 3 Long-nosed harp trapping in both the burnt and unburnt sites for comparison 
Potoroos ‘captured’, as well as Bush Rats and a Black Wallaby of mammal and reptile fauna. 

(with young in her pouch). We are sure that there are at least 

three potoroos because one has a black tail, the second has a | hope to carry out this study over the next 12 months, and 
white-tipped tail and the third has a white-banded tail. welcome any assistance from Club members. 


As a result of this, | have arranged with DSE Colac for permission Dates of activities will be published in Geelong Naturalist. June 
for us to use the cameras in an area opposite'this site where fuel- trapping details are on p. 16. 
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Reptile and amphibian (Herpetology) report 


«Trevor Pescott 
White’s Skink 4 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, in funnel trap. 
Garden Skink 3 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, in pitfall and funnel traps. PH 
Metallic Skink 2 16/05/11 Pt Henry, under litter on ground. TP 
Pagenstacher’s Skink 1 16/05/11 Pt Henry, under litter on ground. TP 
Mountain Dragon 1 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, observed. PH 
White-lipped Snake 1 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, in funnel trap. PH 
Lowland Copperhead Snake 1 20/03/11 Yaugher, a large specimen roadkilled, Seven Bridges Road. TP 
Southern Brown Tree Frog 1 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, heard calling. PH 
1 04/05/11 Belmont, calling from our garden at Victoria terrace in mid-afternoon; TP 
heard several times since then. 
2 13/05/11 Yaugher, Boundary Road/Caspers Access site, under stones. TP 
15/05/11 Jerringot, Belmont Common, heard calling. TP 
26/05/11 Stonyford, Stony Rises, heard calling. GFNC 
Common Froglet 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, heard calling. PH 


13/05/11 Yaugher, Boundary Road/Caspers Access site, calling. TP 


15/05/11 Jerringot, Belmont Common, heard calling. TP 

26/05/11 Stonyford, Stony Rises, calling. GFNC 
Pobblebonk 8 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, in pitfall trap. PH 
Spotted Marsh Frog 1 10/03/11 Eumeralla Scout Camp, noted. PH 
3 06/05/11 Brisbane Ranges, under log beside Marshall’s Road. TP 
11 07/05/11 Balliang, under tiles beside Lees Road. ue 

3 26/05/11 Stonyford, Stony Rises, under rocks. GFNC 


Observers: GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club activity; PH, Peter Homan; TP, Trevor Pescott 


Pagenstacher’s Skink, Point Henry Photo: Trevor Pescott 
Library report 
..Lorraine Phelan 
he catalogue, borrowing book and book returns are now all (of course) but should be useful. Please let me know if you 
in one plastic box on the library shelf. cannot find a book on the shelves as it may need to be marked 


as ‘missing’. My contact details are in the back of Geelong 
= The catalogue has been printed in several forms—Dewey order, Naturalist. Donations of new or secondhand books are welcome. 
author order, title order and subject order. It's already out of date 
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Plant Group report 


9 May We learnt the critically endangered Hibiscus insularis, a 
Norfolk Island native, is being propagated at the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens and Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne. This gives us 
the opportunity to watch progress. On Norfolk the hibiscus grows 
to about 4 m high and 2 m wide and flowers Spring/Summer/ 
Autumn. 


Other plants discussed were the Midge Orchids Genoplesium 
(Corunastylis) despectans, Moonah Melaleuca lanceolata and a 
cudweed of which there are 13 species in 7 genera of the 


Since 2009, Claire Moxham has been leading research in the 
Vegetation Monitoring program at ARI through landscape scale, 
multi-catchment, partnership projects that foster strategic 
ecological solutions leading to enhanced biodiversity and — 
production outcomes. Claire's research is focused on various 
aspects of vegetation ecology and ecosystem function to: enable 
improved management practices to enhance biodiversity 
conservation, with particular focus on grasslands, grassy, 
woodlands and mallee ocosy sions: 


The publication of A Field Guide to Coastal Moonah Woodland in 
Victoria marks the completion of a six-year collaborative research 
program undertaken by scientists at the Arthur Rylah Institute for 
Environmental Research (ARI/DSE). Many individuals, local 
community groups, land managers and government agencies 
have co-produced this new knowledge about ecological dynamics 
of the threatened plant community Coastal Moonah Woodland, to 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
14 June 2011 
Understanding Coastal Moonah Woodland—Claire Moxham 


better inform management decisions. 


...Dick Southcombe 


Asteraceae family in Victoria. Our specimen was probably 
Gamochaeta purpurea. 


Another interesting item was a copy of a Botanical Alphabet 
written by Jean Galbraith famous for her book Wildflowers of 
Victoria. A is for Axil, where leaf joins the stem, flowers are 
axillary when springing from them. With Z, zygomorphic (of 
flowers) means ‘not equal (like daisies) but unequal (like beans). 


14 June Wider Geelong Flora Lecture. Coastal Moonah 
Wetlands. See below. 


-Coastal Moonah Woodland is listed asa threatened plant 
„community under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. Much 


of the community has been cleared or fragmented, leaving 
remnants that have been degraded by weed i invasion and 
recreational pressures. Coastal Moonah Woodland is in a 
demonstrable state of decline, which could result in its. extinction if 


‘it remains unchecked. Currently it covers less than.10% of its 


original distribution in the state. - 


Arrive 7.00 p.m. for achat & cuppa. Lecture commences at 
7.30 p.m. Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room. Enter the 
car park from the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park 


‘Circuit. Go through Gate 2 to your left. (Melways 252 G4) 


RSVP Lorraine Ip helan@bigpond.com.au or Dick 5243 3916 


What's up 


lot of amateur astronomers dedicate themselves to 

searching for new comets. The attraction is that if you 
discover a comet that has never been seen before, it is officially 
named after you. Therefore, as well as the thrill of a new 
discovery, you effectively get your name up in lights in the sky. 


This obsession has produced some useful spin-offs. From the 
late 18th to the early 19th century, Charles Messier was an 
enthusiastic French comet hunter who discovered 13 new 
comets during his lifetime. To make the task of identifying 
comets easier, he went about cataloguing all the fuzzy spots of 
light he could see in the sky through his telescope that were 
definitely not comets. This list of 101 objects, which 
encompasses star clusters, nebulae and galaxies, is even today 
beloved of amateur astronomers because it contains most of the 
bright and spectacular sights in the sky, except for those that are 
too far south for Messier to have seen. The objects have simple 
and easily remembered catalogue names. For instance, M31 is 
the Great Nebula in the constellation Andromeda. People in the 
northern hemisphere compete to observe all 101 objects in a 
single night. This is a difficult task because it can only be done at 
certain times of the year and even so, requires careful planning 


...Dean Hewish 


because some will inevitably be only briefly visible near sunset 
and sunrise. 


One amateur astronomer, Sergey Shurpakov, very recently 
discovered a new comet but drew the short straw. The comet he 
found was nearing the end of a death dive into the sun. It 
plunged into the opposite side of the sun from us on 11—12 May 
and vanished. So, unfortunately, Comet Shurpakov 2011 only 
existed as a known and named comet for a matter of days. There 
are hundreds of comets with orbits taking them very close to the 
sun. Some.of these have been very bright in the past but most 
are small and they are often observed only by orbiting 
telescopes. Every year some of these comets fall into the sun 
and are evaporated. They are frequently observed by satellites 
that monitor the sun's activity. The comets are collectively known 
as Kreutz sungrazers, after Heinrich Kreutz, who realised in 1888 
that they shared similar orbits and were therefore related. They 
are probably fragments of a single giant comet that broke up 
centuries ago. A higher than normal number of sungrazing 
comets has been recorded over the past year and it is predicted 
that a cluster of such comets may arrive in the inner solar system 
over the next few years or decades. 
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Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) Working Group Report 


May survey round up, weekend of 14—15 May 
A very big thank you to over 50 bird watchers who volunteered 
their time and energy to search local wetlands and salt marshes 
on the Bellarine Peninsula, as part of the nationally coordinated 
search in Victoria, NW Tasmania and SE South Australia, for 
these critically endangered parrots. 


There was exciting news with a sighting of two adult OBPs at 
Lake Connewarre in an area that has historically been a 
stronghold of the birds in their wintering range. Graeme Tribe 
and Craig Morley returned to the site, in the week following the 
survey, to gain further information about the birds. GPS readings 
were taken at sites where the birds were seen and seed was 
placed in accordance with the OBP recovery team winter 2011 
priorities (to provide supplementary food to help birds build 
condition). 


...Craig Morley 


Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Working Group Co-ordinator. 
Ph 03 5221 4604 e-mail: craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


A total of more than 350 Blue-winged Parrots (BWPs) was 
recorded during these surveys. 


Some of you might be interested in a comparison, so here are 
the May totals of BWPs in recent years: 


2007: 249; 2008: 200+; 2009: 406+; 2010: 236. 


Remaining OBP surveys for 2011 
There will be two more national OBP surveys, including the 
Bellarine Peninsula on: 

23-24 July and 10-11 September 


If you would like to participate in these surveys please contact 
Craig. 


Bird Observations 
April-May 2011 


he Grey Butcherbird is seen in many areas around Geelong, 

but the Pied Butcherbird is usually only found in northern 
parts of our state. The bird seen by Tom at Moolap adds to a few 
records over the past decade, but itis still a rare visitor. Those of 
us who appreciate the beautiful call will still have to travel 
northwards. 


Musk Ducks are rarely seen flying and only venture onto land to 
nest. The dead bird on the Princes Highway was probably hit by 
a car or truck. The Pink-eared Duck can occur in many 
thousands at the Werribee Treatment Plant or the Western 
District Lakes. It is unusual to find three birds on Corio Bay near 
the Limeburners Point boat ramp. 


By this time of year, most cuckoos have moved north, but there 
have been reports of Horsfield's Bronze, Shining Bronze and 
Fan-tailed Cuckoos still in the area. They usually start to return 
by early July, so some of these birds will probably over-winter in 
the area. Fairy Terns have been noted in surveys by Rob of the 
Avalon Salt Works. They have been recorded in most months, so 


they must be resident birds. 
Species Comment 
Musk Duck 
Pink-eared Duck 
shore. 
Chestnut Teal 


...Barry Lingham 


The Brisbane Ranges is the best place locally to look for Spotted 
Quail-thrush, although you will need good hearing to pick up the 
high pitched contact calls made by the birds. In spring, the males 
make a loud territorial call that is easy to hear. It is a thrill to be 
able to find these striking birds. 


Interesting records include: a Weebill at the Hewish's home for 
several weeks at Bacchus Marsh; Brown Treecreepers at 
Wooloomanata South, a Rose Robin at Hammonds Road in the 
Otways, Pink Robins at Anglesea and the regular return of the 
Satin Bowerbird to John’s property at Wensleydale. 


Observers: 

BL, Barry Lingham: BML, Bernadette Lingham: CJ, Craig Jones: 
CMo, Craig Morley: GMc, Gordon McCarthy: HP, Hugo Phillipps: 
JDy, Janine Duffy: MHe, Marilyn Hewish: RGa, Rob Ganly: RP, 
Robert Preston: RSm, Rosalind Smallwood: SQ, Stuart Quick: 
TFI, Tom Fletcher: TMc, Tim McKellar: TP, Trevor Pescott 


Observers 


Princes Hwy, Little River off ramp. Deceased female found on middle of road. 
Corio Bay, Limeburners Point/ Eastern Park. Paddling about 50 metres from the 


Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. Many juveniles in eclipse male plumage. 


Avalon Saltworks, Corio Bay. One sub-adult bird repeatedly flying at 1-2 metres 
above the surface, then diving at a flat angle into the water. 


Australasian Grebe 
Australasian Gannet 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 


Avalon Saltworks. 
Avalon Saltworks. 
Serendip, 


Serendip, Ponding site. 2 adults with three chicks 


Avalon Saltworks. Larger than normal numbers for here. 


White-necked Heron Serendip. 


Buckley, Buckley Road South. A flock of 9 took flight from a stubbly paddock 
Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. Above the average for my Autumn count. 


Royal Spoonbill 


Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. and many Chestnut Teal 


Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. 


White-bellied Sea-Eagle 


Avalon Saltworks, Larger than normal numbers for here. 
Lake Murtnaghurt. An adult bird flushed about 800 teal from the lake and then 


soared over the 13th Beach SLSC before moving west along the shore. 
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Species 
Whistling Kite 


Brown Goshawk 


Grey Goshawk 
Little Eagle 


Buff-banded Rail 
Black-tailed Native-Hen 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher 


Black-winged Stilt 


Red-capped Plover 
Double-banded Plover 


Black-fronted Dotterel 
Hooded Plover 


Bar-tailed Godwit 
Common Greenshank 
Marsh Sandpiper 
Red-necked Stint 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Fairy Tern 

Musk Lorikeet 

Little Lorikeet 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 


Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


Southern Boobook 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
Brown Treecreeper 


Satin Bowerbird 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Striated Fieldwren 


Weebill 
Spotted Pardalote 
Eastern Spinebill 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 


White-naped Honeyeater 
Spotted Quail-thrush 


Spotted Quail-thrush 
Varied Sittella 


Rufous Whistler 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Pied Butcherbird 
Willie Wagtail 
Restless Flycatcher 
Scarlet Robin 

Rose Robin 

Pink Robin 


Eurasian Skylark 
Australian Reed-warbler 


Silvereye 
Tree Martin 
Tree Sparrow 


TORENT Ee aati 


jo) 


ep) 


Comment 

Lake Martin. Attacking a Red-capped Plover. For 5 minutes, the kite pursued the 
plover, zig-zigging backwards and forwards above the shoreline over a distance 
of 150 metres. Finally, a Masked Lapwing attacked the kite and the plover flew 
high and escaped! 

Brisbane Ranges, Bacchus Marsh Road 

Serendip. 

Anakie Football Ground 

Brisbane Ranges, Box Track 

Anglesea River estuary. Being chased by 4 magpies 

Serendip. Also on 27/4, 16/5 

Wallington, cnr Grubb Rd and Bellarine Highway. A dark phase bird with few 
visible features. A similar bird noted at this site several years ago. 

Werribee, Princes Hwy. Possibly two, soaring overhead. 

Staughton Vale, Staughton Vale Rd near Hannans Rd. 

Serendip. Also 7/5 

Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. 

Avalon Saltworks. One pair with leg-bands. 

Moolap Saltworks. Ratio of 70:30 in favour of juveniles 

Moolap Salt Works, Western Pond. Half were immature birds. 

Avalon Saltworks, Many juveniles. 

Ocean Grove, on the Spit. 

Avalon Saltworks. 

Ocean Grove. On the Spit. 

Avalon Saltworks. At least 1/3 in partial breeding plumage. 

Avalon Saltworks. 

13th Beach, Blue Rocks. A group sheltered on the rocks at the end of 13th 
beach. Included 3 juvenile plumaged birds. 

Ocean Grove. On the Spit. 

Moolap Saltworks. Preening and generally very inactive in a group situation. 
Moolap Saltworks, Actively foraging 

Avalon Saltworks. 

Avalon Saltworks. 

Avalon Saltworks. Birds seen throughout the year - resident species. 

Lara (Woolamanata South). 3+ flocks flushed from Sugar Gums 

Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. Parrots are becoming more common. 

Lara (Woolamanata South). Large flock flushed from grass by Brown Falcon 
Hospital Swamp, Baensch's Lane. Large numbers. 

Serendip. 

Wensleydale. Calling all morning in the garden. 

Mt Duneed, Stewart's Reserve. Calling 

Brisbane Ranges, Box track. Adult, not calling 

Wensleydale, Noted in the garden. Responded well to 'pishing'. 

Newtown, Vista Road. 

Lara, Woolamanata 

Lara (Woolamanata South). At least 3 birds calling & seen preening & 
‘excavating’ on dead Redgums 

Wensleydale. The first satin bowerbirds for the season seen today. 
Brisbane Ranges, Cooks Track 

Barwon Heads Bluff. Single birds, 200 metres apart, on top of sand dunes 
Avalon Saltworks. 

Bacchus Marsh, Township. One seen regularly from 2/5 to 19/5 

Newtown, Vista Road. 

Brisbane Ranges, Cooks Track. Full coloured adult 

Brisbane Ranges. 

Anglesea. Moving through Coogoorah Park 

Brisbane Ranges. 

Brisbane Ranges. 

Brisbane Ranges, Box Track. 

Anglesea. Moving through Coogoorah Park 

Brisbane Ranges, Cooks Track. Female seen several times; others nearby only 
seen briefly 

Brisbane Ranges. Male and Female 

Brisbane Ranges, Cooks Track. Also on 20/5, 21/5 

Brisbane Ranges. 

Serendip. 

Newtown. Calling intermittently from 12.30 to 6.30 p.m. 

Moolap, Bellarine Highway, sitting on a powerline. Rarely noted in Geelong area. 


Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. Autumn average is 12. 

Serendip. 

Brisbane Ranges. Male and Female. Also 5+ on 27/4. 

Otway Ranges, Hammonds Road. 

Anglesea, Coogoorah Park. Brown bird. 

Otway Ranges, Hammonds Road. Brown birds. 

Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. High numbers. 

Point Henry, Alcoa Plant. Never previously detected in my Autumn survey. 


Hospital Swamp, Baensch's Lane. A bird calling very well and a second bird 
giving brief intermittent calls. 

Newtown, Vista Road. : 

Serendip, Noted . 
Newcomb Secondary College. Dead nestling. Late nesting effort. About 20 birds 
resident 


Observers 
BL;TP 


RGa;CMo 


SQ 
Per JDy 
BL 
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Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


Thursday 23 June 2011 
_'Manna Gum Park’, Modewarre 
: Leaders: ‘Hans te Pat Streetkerk 


This Aaa opa has a beaut manna gum woodland with a 
diverse range of bird species. 


Meet: 8.45 a.m. at the Moriac Reserve, Moriac. The reserve is 
- apposite the shop, and next fo the railway line. Melway 
Map 611 D8 

Finish: About 12.30 p.m. 


Bring: Binoculars, morning tea, suitable clothing and footwear. 


Enquiries: Hans and Pat 5264 5235 or Polly 5244 0182 . 


Next mammal trapping 
16-19 June 2011 


Trapping at the Boundary Road/Caspers Access, Yaugher site 
(see p. 10) has been arranged for: 
Thursday 16 June: 1.00 p.m. meet on site to set the 
- traps. 
Friday 17 and Saturday 18 June: ‘9.00 a.m. on site to» 
_ check traps. 
-Sunday 19 June: 9.00 a.m. on siteto collect traps. — 


Please contact Trevor at ppescott@optusnet.com.au, 
phone 52434368, if you are able to assist. 


Preliminary notice 
GFNC excursion : 
‘Australian Animal. Health Laboratory (AAHL) 
10.00 oe noon Wednesday 20 July 
Amema aoin group, and the names of all Visitors are to 


be sent to AAHL on or before 6 July ae after the July General 
Meeting) 


If you are interested please mail Peter Turner ` 
presturner@ozemail.com.au or phone 5241 2654 by Friday 

1 July. If fewer than 30 have booked by then, we can take late 
pookings.t at General Meeting on 5 pele 


GFNC Excursion 
Lal Lal Falls and the West Moorabool River 
-19 June 2011 


We've delighted in seeing water in the lower part of the 
Mooraboo! River on our two recent Batesford area excursions. 
Now here's a chance to see a decent flow of water over the Lal 
Lal Falls in the upper part of the Moorabool catchment. It's over 
ten years since we visited this spot which combines geology, 
history and some magnificent river scenery. We'll visit the 
spectacular Lal Lal Falls, see the spot from which Eugene von 
Guérard did his painting of the falls, and do a short walk to 


where we can view the Lal Lal Reservoir. Then we'll head south 


for lunch and a visit to the historic Lal Lal blast furnace (the only 
attempt to smelt iron ore in Victoria and the only remaining 19th 
century example in the Southern Hemisphere) and return home 
via Morrisons and Meredith, with an opportunity, to see some- of 

the Moorabool River on our way. 


From Lal Lal south through the forest the roads are gravel and 
mostly in good condition, with the exception of the stretch into 
the blast furnace which is in asimilar condition to the road to 
the Stony Creek picnic ground in the Brisbane Ranges. As this 
is a longish drive, please try to arrange as many people in: your 
cars as possible before you leave home. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. in Meredith at the toilets at Pioneer Park (turn 
left at St Andrews Church, then 200 m on your left). This will 
give us.a chance to do any last car pooling before we leave the 
highway. ; 


Bring: SO E Or boots and the usual mix of hat/ i 
sunscreen and/or warm jacket/wet weather gear; morning and 


afternoon tea; lunch; and of course binoculars and cameras! 


Contact: “Deborah Evans 5243 8687 


Preliminary notice 
Anglesea Wildflower and Art Show 
24-25 September 2011 


Memorial Hall, 3 McMillan Street, Anglesea 


Website: http://www.angair.org.au 


Mailing roster 
June: Joan & Tibor Korn 


July: Sheila Silver ` 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2011-2012 i | 


President Bruce Lindsay 0439 035 277 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Vice-President Vacant 

Immediate Past President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Secretary Grace Lewis 0438 046 363 g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Peter Turner 5241 2654 presturner@ozemail.com.au 
Minute Secretary Peter Turner 5241 2654 presturner@ozemail.com.au 
Committee Member 

j John Bell 5261 3543 soleai@bigpond.com 

5 % Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Y Ş Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916- 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Conservation Group Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 _Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 dedmanv@iprimus.com.au 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636  Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Fauna Survey Group i Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Membership Officer 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636  Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
General Meeting Minutes Yvonne Campbell 
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Coming events 


JUNE 2011 i JULY 2011 
7 General Meeting: Neville Rosengren—environmental 2-4 Winter Wader Count 
processes, Port Phillip Bay and Bellarine Peninsula 5 General Meeting 
14 Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Claire Moxham—Coastal 12 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
Moonah Woodland 20 Excursion (Mid week): Animal Health Laboratories 
16 Bird Group: Chris Tzaros—Swift Parrots Leader: Peter Turner 
16-19 Mammal Trapping: Yaugher 21 Bird Group: Meeting 
19 Excursion: Lal Lal 23-24 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
23 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Modewarre 28 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 27 June, 2011. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or email (Word document or .rtf please). 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning 
to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: Iphelan@bigpond.com.au © 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed i 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the cis, TERMES are, heldlaGeclong 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. start at 8.00 p.m 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 


acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern 
K gen, Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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